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History of the 
DTS Curriculum



1969 
Switzerland

Focused on Three Main Categories:

The Message of the Gospel

The Method of the Gospel

The Messenger of the Gospel

The first school’s were 14 months long

Students had some biblical background, 
seminary, etc.

14 months included 3 months of language 
training, outreach intertwined with expectations 
that the students would be sent long-term as 
missionaries into the nations. 

School of 
Evangelism  

(S.O.E)







1980/1990

- YWAM leaders recognized that there was a 
need to train and develop the Messengers 
of the gospel before being sent to the 
nations.  

- At the time, it was expected that DTS 
students would go on to do the SOE after 
completing the DTS.

- Six months long- to cover core topics to 
YWAM such as intercession, the Fear of the 
Lord, Hearing God’s Voice, the Character 
and Nature of God, Sin and Repentance,.

- They did not have a set curriculum at the 
time, as the original teachers, Loren and 
Dar, Corrie Ten Boom, Joy Dawson were all a 
part of the formation of the DTS.

YWAM 
Discipleship 

Training 
School

1974/1975 





1980/1990

A. The Christian's Relationship To God  

B. The Christian's Relationship To Oneself 
And Others  

C. The Christian's Relationship To The Word

D. The Christian's Relationship To The World 

E. The Christian's Relationship To The 
Church  

F. The Christian's Stand Against The Enemy

 G. The Christian's Orientation To YWAM 
International 

DTS 
Curriculum 
Categories



Categories of 
Clarified DTS 
Curriculum 

2001

I. God's Nature and Character - Encountering 
God 

II. God's Intention for Individuals, Peoples and 
Creation - Seeing all of Life from God's 
Perspective 

III. God's Redemption: Sin and The Cross - 
Recognizing Jesus as Lord 

IV. God's Family: His Children & His Church - 
Becoming More Like Jesus  

V. God's World: His Call and His Commission - 
Doing the Works of Jesus 

VI. YWAM: A Response to God - Knowing 
God; Making Him. 

 Known Concepts, Attitudes, Actions



Categories of 
the DTS 
Curriculum 
Reframe

2018

The Bible

Who is God?  

In the Beginning 

What Went Wrong? 

A New Beginning: Jesus Christ 

Becoming a People like Jesus 
who bear Kingdom Fruit 

Narrative - Timeline



A. The Christian's Relationship To 
God 

B. The Christian's Relationship To 
Oneself And Others 

C. The Christian's Relationship To 
The Word 

D. The Christian's Relationship To 
The World 

E. The Christian's Relationship To 
The Church 

F. The Christian's Stand Against The 
Enemy 

G. The Christian's Orientation To 
YWAM International

I. God's Nature and Character - 
Encountering God 

II. God's Intention for Individuals, 
Peoples and Creation - Seeing all of Life 
from God's Perspective 

III. God's Redemption: Sin and The Cross 
- Recognizing Jesus as Lord 

IV. God's Family: His Children & His 
Church - Becoming More Like Jesus 

V. God's World: His Call and His 
Commission - Doing the Works of Jesus 

VI. YWAM: A Response to God - Knowing 
God; Making Him Known 

Concepts, Attitudes, Actions

The Bible 

Who is God 

In the Beginning 

What Went Wrong? 

A New Beginning: 
Jesus Christ 

Becoming a People 
like Jesus who Bear 
Kingdom Fruit 

Narrative - Timeline

Categories of DTS Curriculum Compared (1969-2024)

SOE

Message of the 
Gospel

Method of the 
Gospel

Messenger of the 
Gospel




